FRENCH   POLITICAL  THOUGHT
only a new society could provide. The workers must look to
themselves only for policy, inspiration, leadership.
The problem is therefore for Socialism to put its own house
in order. It must see where it has gone wrong in the past; it
must take a fresh view of its nature and mission; it must
obtain a fresh vision of the means by which this mission will be
fulfilled.
Enough has been said about the past not to need repeating:
it can be summed up in a very few words : away with Millerand,
Jaur&s and their insincere, inefficient leadership of compromise
and sentiment. They are after all only renegade bourgeois,
typical " intellectuals/' whose real vocation is the exploitation
of politics for their advantage and who are therefore incapable
of conceiving of a State in which there would be no politics or
politicians. Such people have their own ambitions and interests
to pursue; workers will remain eternally incapable of true
self-government as long as they accept the leadership of people
alien to the class of direct producers.1
We must next understand what is Socialism. It is something
far more than a political programme, however " advanced ";
it is the vision of a new world. A religion, then ? Well, not
exactly, for " it has no metaphysic of the soul," and it depends
entirely for its inspiration on the activities of the free human
mind; besides, for heaven's sake, don't let's have " those
forced, false analogies so beloved of our dons, who won't allow
anything to be really new or really different from anything
else." 2
But if not a religion in the strict sense of the term, Socialism
must yet borrow from religions something of their inspiration
and driving-force. The essence of all religions worth having is
to appeal to the heroic in us, to need heroes if they are to over-
come the initial obstacles which confront them. " The Early
Church was not a new school of moral philosophy, otherwise
it would soon have perished; but a society endeavouring to
develop among its members new juridical relations and govern-
ing itself according to a new constitution. Its members were
made mighty by the belief they were but the advance-guard of a
1 Mattriaux, pp, 94-98.                                                * Ibid., pp. 314, 352.
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